Restoring hope,
pride and dignity to
East Ruimveldt

by: Keisha A. Lyte — Keisha A. Lyte

The Central Assembly of God
church introduced Covenant/Cell
Groupsto East Ruimveldt in 1981
which involved gathering every
Wednesday evening and evangdising
different areaswithin Eagt. Itisfrom
this, that a need arose to form an
outstation whichinevitably led tothe
formation of the church previously
known as East Ruimvel dt Assembly
of God.

Approximately sSixteenyearsago &
aChurch Board mesting, aproposal

wasmadefor aname changefor our
fellowship. 1t wasbelieved that the
name of thefellowship should affect
itsvisonand minigry.

Sinceour aim hasawaysbeento
minister to thetotal man, the name
Ruimveldt Life Improvement
CentreAssembly of God wasborn.
Our aimasanAssembly isfirstand
foremost to producerounded people/
leadersthat will be groundedinthe
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Word of God, livingaspiritud lifeand
to aso equip thecommunity withlife
ills

East Ruimveldt is considered an
impoverished area with over one
thousand (1000) residents; many of
whom are untrained, unemployed,
early school leavers and single
parents. Thisbecameand still isa
burden on our hearts.

Over the two decades of its
existence; the church has grown
spiritually and numerically and we
have seen livestransformed by the




power of JesusChrist. Nonetheless,
our responsi bility to the community
inwhichwelabour for theLord has
also grown but our desireto minister
tothepracticd areasof people'slives
was limited by thefinancid resources
avalable

It wasat thisperiod wherewewere
grappling with the needs of the
community and our smal reservoir of
finances that the Guyana Micro
Projects Programme (GM PP) came
totheknowledge of Reverend Smon
Harrisour Senior Pastor.

In November of 2007, the
Assembly submitted aproposa tothe
GMPP with much excitement and
expectation. Thevisonaroundwhich
our church’snamewascoinedwasa
potential recipient of financing. This

would sgnificantly impact thelivesof
theresidentsof East Ruimveldt; an
area labelled as one of the most
depressed communitiesin Guyana.

It was proposed that the Assembly
trainfifty (50) malesand femalesin
the areas of Cookery, Information
Technology, Leather Craft and
Sewing for six (6) weeks from
Monday to Friday starting 8" June—
18" July 2008. This Scholarship
Programme entitled “Increased
Livelihood through Income
GeneratingActivity for Reduced
Vulner ability” would specifically
target individualswho arein need of
anopportunity for abetter way of life.

They would be exposed to skills
whichwould aid themto either open

their own businesssor securejobsin
the ever growing employment
industry. Thiswill in agreat way
reduce the amount of susceptible
residents in this community who
otherwise could have beeninvolved
in hazardous acts. Thus, the
programmewill restore hope, pride
and dignity to East Ruimvel dt.

In February 2008 the Assembly
received the great news, we were
called to sign a contract with the
GMPPfor agrant of 75% of thetotal
costtobuild thetraining facility. The
R.L.I1.C was finally given an
opportunity to bring its vision to
fruitionand accomplishagreat feat.

Construction began on the 17
February, 2008 to expand the church
building to accommodate the annex
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which had to be erected, furnished
and fully equipped by theend of May
2008 for the classesto commencein
June 2008.

Thework had just begun; children
and adults realised that time was
againgt usand cameout tolend their
support, strength and expertise.

Finally the annex was completed
and equipped with heavy duty
meachinesand other amenitiessuch as
the basic tools for the Sewing
Department and the L eather Craft
corner. Theannex aso housesafully
equipped Computer Laboratory and
kitchen completewiththeutensilsand
equipment for professiona cooking.

The Programme was well
advertised and the response of the
residents and supporters was very

impressive. Many expressed
appreciation for the opportunity to
unshacklethe chainsof poverty and

illiteracy.

As scheduled, the classes began
with 12 gpplicantsinthe Information
Technology class, 13in Cookery, 14
in Leather Craft and 14 in Sewing.
In addition, every
student wasrequired
to attend an
Entrepreneurshipand
Capacity Building
class designed to
enable them to
maximise their
learned ills.

Theseclasseswere
taught by veterans
who gavegeneroudy

of their time and resources. This
competent team comprised of Jasmin
Harrisaformer high achiever of the
New Guyana School, Norma
Washington a former Principal of
Carnegie School of Home

Economics. Sean Carrington a
resident of East Ruimveldt and
popular Leather Craftsman, Denise




Benn a highly qualified and
experienced Seamstress. Aswell as
Carlotta\Wal cott the Entrepreneurial
Development Manager at the [IPED
Entrepreneuriad Development Centre.

Thegraduation ceremony washeld
on Friday 25" July 2008 at the
church building with residents,
supporters, membersof the church,
representatives of the GMPP and
membersof the Pressin attendance.
Fifty three (53) residents graduated

and purposed to usethe opportunity
asacatalyst for upward mobility and
a motive to forfeit the legacy of

poverty.

Preparations are being made for
the next Programme and more
informationwill berdessedinthenext
issueof “Ruimveldt Life.”

by KeishaA. Lyte



